
We sure have been blessed with 
some beautiful weather week-
ends this summer. We just 

had that little window of threatening 
rain last Sunday morning which, unfor-
tunately, interfered with the sailboat 
races, but other than that, the weekend 
weather was perfect. Let’s hope the 
trend continues, and the sailors can get 
their races in this weekend.
 Pat and I spent some time last week 
with friends who live on another lake in 
the area. As we were discussing our 
lakes and lake associations, I realized 
how lucky we are to be on Birch Lake. 
We have two things that make our com-
munity unique: The Birch Barker and 
our Yacht Club building. Each week as I 
read the Barker, I think how fortunate 
we are to have a way to keep us all con-
nected and updated on happenings 
around the lake. On the other hand, the 
Yacht Club does not get weekly recogni-
tion and, for the most part, sits quietly 
unnoticed and under appreciated! Most 
lakes do not have a common building in 
which they can sponsor events. Let 

alone, one that has a kitchen! They 
must rely on homeowners opening their 
homes for meetings and social gather-
ings. Most of our summer events would 
be near impossible to host without our 
building. So take a minute to recognize 
how lucky we are to have our little blue 
building on the south side! I’m sure you 
also realize that the building does not 
take care of itself. Your dues help 
toward the upkeep of the building 
(taxes, insurance, electricity, water, 
maintenance, etc.) Thank you to all who 
have already paid their dues this year. If 
you haven&#39;t paid yet, it’s not too 
late! Thank you also to the people who 
quietly donate their time to keep our 
Yacht Club in good shape. Bob Waddle 
has already done some minor repairs to 
the deck and is currently replacing 
bricks on our outdoor grill. Thank you, 
Bob! Also, a big thank you to Jim 
Bolinger, who cleans the Yacht Club 
before and after each event. Jim volun-
teered to do this in memory of his good 
friend, Don Harmon, who had done the 
job before him. It’s a big job, and we sure 
appreciate Jim’s willingness to take it 
on.
 Ladies’ golf outing was this week-
end, and the men’s is next weekend. I 

know both events are lots of fun for the 
participants. Thank you to Patty Luecht, 
Chas Grundy, and Pete Soldato for orga-
nizing. The next big event will be the 
Corn and Sausage Roast on August 6. 
Makes me hungry just thinking about it! 
 Have a fun weekend and be safe on 
the water! 

~Commodore Sue

Updates on Birch Lake sailing
 Sailors! Send me your cell phone 
numbers if you want to be included in 
text alerts and updates on the status of 
weekly sailing. 317 605 6421. 

~Bad Patty

The next generation!  No, this isn’t a Star Trek photo ... this is a photo of a group of minnows swimming in Birch Lake (and 
in case you haven’t noticed, there’s a bumper crop this year).                                                 Thanks to Mr. Bob for the pic.
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Commodore’s Comments 2016 Birch Lake Calendar

July 29 ������������������������������������� Men’s Golf Outing
Aug� 6 �����������������������������Corn & Sausage Roast)
Aug� 12 ����������������������������������Friday Night Flotilla
Aug� 27 �������������������������������������BLYC Fall Dinner 

(at the Yacht Club)
Aug� 27 �������������������������Vitales’ 46th Anniversary

(and just 126 days until Sandy retires)

BLYC Board Meetings (9 am)
Aug� 6, Sept� 10  @ BLYC

More info as available.; Dates subject to 
change; Watch the Barker for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items  in the stone 
newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other materials 
returned.  To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or contact BLYC Commodore Sue Williams at 476-8886 or email smwillia@comcast.net.  ~Phil V



BLYC Welcoming Committee
 We are ready to rock and roll on our 
Welcoming Committee.  If you know of a 
new neighbor please contact Vicky 
Rogers at 269-476-2383, Pam VanHuffel 
269-244-3487 and Linda Curtis at 574-
361-2629. 

Sailing news
 The (ugh, Pepsi) Tall Ships are com-
ing to Navy Pier, Chicago, IL.
https://navypier.com/tall-ships-chica-
go-2016/tickets-and-ship-info/

Save the date
 The Birch Lake annual Friday 
Night Flotilla will be August 12. More 
info to follow later.

Fire truck to be on display
 Remembrance Rescue Project’s 
FDNY Rescue 4 Fire Truck will be on 
display at the Middlebury, Indiana Fire 
Department during the Middlebury 
Summer Festival on Aug. 13, 2016 from 
10 am to 8 pm.  On Sept. 11, 2001, eight 
FDNY firefighters lost their lives trying 
to save others at the World Trade 
Center’s South Tower. FDNY Rescue 4 
was parked two blocks from the WTC’s 
South Tower when the tower collapsed 
and destroyed this truck.  FDNY Rescue 
4 was restored and now is part of the 
Remembrance Rescue Project which is a 
100 percent volunteer program. The 
exhibit is a mobile memorial and teach-

ing tool for Modern American History.  
For more information, please go to our 
website at http://www.remembrance.co/ 
or contact C. Marc Tjaden (West Side), 
Remembrance Rescue Project Volunteer 
at 260-710-3995.

Online content
 The full, weekly printed Birch 
Barker is once again online this season, 
along with selected additional content ... 
just go to www.philvitale.com and follow 

the links.

Printed Birch Barker
 The Birch Barker is a service of the 
Birch Lake Yacht Club and provided 
free of charge every weekend to all the 
homes on Birch Lake, thanks to our gen-
erous advertisers.
 The Barker welcomes the submis-
sion of editorial and advertising materi-
als for publication (at the discretion of 
the editor). The deadline for submitting 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply StUnning
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose at 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

     this is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our Artist-in-Residence, Duffy Dufour for the great Birch Lake art ... 



— Birch Lake Notes —
ads and information for any Barker is by 
3 pm on the Tuesday of the week before 
publication (example: the deadline for 
materials for the July 23 issue is 3 pm 
on Tuesday, July 19) ... thanks.
 I’m at 476-1680 or sailorphil@philvi-
tale.com. For questions or problems with 
delivery please contact Sue Williams 
(476-8886, email: smwillia@comcast.net) 
or Bob & Sue Waddle (476-3393 or 
email: sparkybob220@comcast.net).

~PV

Walk for Life - “People Who Care”
 Come join On August 27 from 9 am 
to noon and walk for Cancer fighters 
and survivors!  Gather pledges and take 
a scenic walk is all it takes to make a 
difference in someone’s life. Proceeds 
will go to the Cass County Cancer 
Service, Inc. to help people with 
EVERYDAY EXPENSES this is for resi-
dents of Cass County who are fighting 
cancer and need a helping hand.  There 
will be water stops  along the route.
A light lunch will be provided at the club 
after the walk.  Bring your friends, fami-
ly, along with smiles and cash.  This 
could make a difference in someone’s life 
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.  
The walk will start at the Conservation 
Club, down Birch Road to the “swim-
ming hole” then back.
 For more information or to make a 
donation contact Connie Sue Hulse at 
(574) 333-8838.

By The Tracks

BACK ON 
TRACK!
56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI

(269) 273-9015

Visit us again
For the First time!

Frankie’s Restaurant in three Rivers has new 
owners.  Over the past few months we have 

been working very hard to return the 
quality of the food and the quality of the dining experience to the 
levels that so many of us fondly remember from years ago.  We 
hope you’ll stop by and learn what we mean when we say that 

we’re “Back on track!”

Open M-th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday. 
Daily food & drink specials

follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks

BiRCH LAKE tOtE BAgS
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAnD!

Royal Blue with White Logo
Very Sturdy and Large Size

Limited number so DOn’t Delay

$5 each (same as in 2011!)

Available by July 23
63168 Birch Rd (east side)

Line up to get yours 
begins at 10 am!

Patty Luecht
476- 2615



— Birch Lake Notes —

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Water Temperature

Recently sold 
Birch Lakes homes

63300 Birch Rd; 3 Beds, 3�5 Baths, Built 
by Nick’s Custom Homes, 63 Feet of 
frontage, Adjacent property with wood 
shop / quest quarters may be purchased 
separately $990,000

14901 Birch North Shore Dr�, Newly  
Remodeled, 3 Bed, 2 bath , 100 Feet on 
North Shore
$535,000

14965 Birch North Shore Dr� 4 beds, 2 
baths, Sandy Beach frontage on the North 
Shore
$664,900

Birch Lakes homes currently for sale



And don’t forget that ALL boat traffic must 
travel COUNTER-CLOCKWISE at all times!

Message sponsored by the BIRCH LAKE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

— Birch Lake Notes —
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= your success

 660 County Rd 15, Elkhart, IN 46516
(574) 295-1203,

us599@alphagraphics.com

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

Sorry Mr. Turtle ...
 I was still feeling sorry for disrupting 
the night hunter heron on the Holiday 
weekend and ... one of the big Masters 
came flying in with something odd 
shaped in his beak.  
 Once he landed on the neighbors 
pier I realized it was a turtle.  
 I no longer feel sorry for the herons.  
I do feel sorry for the turtle.

~Mr. Bob



Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008 wakesidemarine.com

The Michigan Natural Shoreline 
Partnership recently launched a 
program to help lakefront home-

owners understand best practices to 
protect their shoreland and inland lakes. 
The new Michigan Shoreland Stewards 
Program will recognize inland lake 
property owners who are using healthy 
property management practices to protect 
their inland lakes and offer tips to further 
improve the shoreline.
 The Michigan Natural Shoreline 
Partnership promotes the use of shoreline 
best management practices to protect 
and improve lakeshore habitat and water 
quality in Michigan’s inland lakes. It is a 
collaboration of state agencies, academia, 
nonprofit organizations and private indus-
try.
 “Many people think owning lakefront 
property requires installing a seawall and 
clearing natural vegetation to make way 
for a lawn,” said Julia Kirkwood, chair of 
the Michigan Natural Shoreline Part-
nership and an environmental quality 
analyst at the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality. “But these types 
of activities change the lake ecosystem in 
ways that are hard to reverse.”
 High-impact development activities 
like seawall and other shoreline structure 
installation, natural vegetation clearing, 
and removing aquatic plants and fallen 
trees from the lake change the ecosystem 
and allow increased stormwater runoff, 

increased shoreline erosion and loss of 
habitat. As the lakeshore habitat deterio-
rates, animals such as birds, reptiles, am-
phibians and fish lose important breeding 
and feeding areas.
 The 2007 National Lake Assessment, 
conducted by DEQ in conjunction with the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
indicates the loss of lakeshore habitat is 
the biggest threat to the overall health of 
Michigan’s inland lakes. Shoreline and 
nearshore habitat was shown to be in 
poor condition in more than 40 percent of 
Michigan‘s inland lakes, and in only fair 
condition in another 20 percent of lakes, 
according to the survey.
 The Michigan Shoreland Stewards 
Program addresses this problem by 
providing recognition for property owners 
who are fostering natural shorelands 
on their properties. The program uses a 
web-based survey to ask property owners 
how they manage their properties to 

determine areas for improvement and 
potentially qualify for a certificate of rec-
ognition. Recognized Shoreland Stewards 
have the option of purchasing a low-cost 
sign for their properties to promote natu-
ral shorelines on their lake.
 “We hope property owners will 
complete the survey to recognize their 
stewardship potential,” said Joe Nohner, 
a resource analyst with the Department 
of Natural Resources, Fisheries Division. 
“And if a property does not meet the stan-
dards for a certificate, the property owner 
will be provided with suggestions to 
improve. Then we would encourage them 
to take the survey again once they’ve 
implemented changes to their practices.”
 For more information about the 
Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership, 
visit www.mishorelinepartnership.org. To 
take the Michigan Shoreland Stewardship 
Program survey, visit www.mishoreland-
stewards.org. 

New program helps improve shorelines



Last Sunday, was a very crazy morning that, I have to explain my actions. 
Harold and I put the marks out around 10 am as usual.  Upon coming 
back to house, I checked the radar and there was a large band of storms 

coming across Lake Michigan. Seeing that, I decided to put the races off until 
noon, going out and telling the boats that were out there of the upcoming 
storm, by 11:30 the radar was still showing some yellows and reds on the 
screen, so I decided to cancel the races. To my dismay we only got about 10 
drops of rain out of all the color on the radar screen.  It is hard to put people in 
jeopardy when the information of possible storms are out there.  There must 
have been a reason Mother Nature did not want us to sail.  So we will try 
again this Sunday!
 Until next week “Splice the main brace” ~Fleet Captain Mike”              

Err on the side of caution
Fleet Captain’s Corner

2016

2016 BLYC Season Sailing Results
Date ................................................. 4 Jul  ..................4 Jul  ................4 Jul  .......................Total  ..............Season ....... Races  .................%
Race  ..................................................9  .......................10  ....................11  ...................... Points  ........... Average  .... Finished  ...Finished

MC Scow/Sailor
Scott Troeger #1489  ��������������������������2  ������������������������2  ����������������������4 �������������������������13932  ����������������1548  ��������������9  ������������ 100�0%
Jeff Smitley #2002  �����������������������������1  ������������������������1  ����������������������2  ������������������������12099  ����������������1512  ��������������8  ���������������88�9%
Phil Vitale #500  ����������������������������������3  ������������������������5  ����������������������1  �������������������������8601  �����������������1434  ��������������6  ���������������66�7%
Harold Cranmer #1991/2550  ������������4  ������������������������4  ����������������������3  ������������������������12487  ����������������1387  ��������������9  ������������ 100�0%
Bob King #1199  ���������������������������������5  ������������������������3  ����������������������7  �������������������������3896  �����������������1299  ��������������3  ���������������33�3%
Barb Cassady #2435  ���������������������DNS  ������������������DNS  ����������������DNS  ����������������������5186  �����������������1297  ��������������4  ���������������44�4%
Bill Luecht #1579  �������������������������������6  ������������������������6  ����������������������6  ������������������������11601  ����������������1289  ��������������9  ������������ 100�0%
Gib Eberhart #916  ��������������������������DNS  ������������������DNS  ����������������DNS  ����������������������3833  �����������������1278  ��������������2  ���������������22�2%
Pat McGann #1735  ���������������������������7  ������������������������7  ����������������������5  ������������������������10171  ����������������1271  ��������������8  ���������������88�9%

Sunfish/Sailor
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue)  �����������1  ������������������������1  ����������������������1  ������������������������12721  ����������������1590  ��������������8  ���������������72�7%
Peter Soldato  �������������������������������������5  ������������������������2  ����������������������3  ������������������������14685  ����������������1469  �������������10  ��������������90�9%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow)  �������������3  ������������������������4  ����������������������5  ������������������������14454  ����������������1445  �������������10  ��������������90�9%
Sandy Vitale (White) �����������������������DNS  ������������������DNS  ����������������DNS  ����������������������2888  �����������������1444  ��������������2  ���������������18�2%
Herb Cleveland  ����������������������������������4  ������������������������6  ����������������������7  ������������������������15020  ����������������1365  �������������11  ����������� 100�0%
Stewart Spratt  ������������������������������������2  ������������������������8  ����������������������2  ������������������������12237  ����������������1360  ��������������8  ���������������72�7%
Katie Luecht  ���������������������������������������6  ������������������������5  ����������������������6  �������������������������3746  �����������������1249  ��������������3  ���������������27�3%
Bob Niezgodski  ��������������������������������10  ����������������������11  ��������������������10  �����������������������13486  ����������������1226  �������������11  ����������� 100�0%
Bill Butler  ��������������������������������������������7  ������������������������3  ����������������������9  �������������������������4780  �����������������1195  ��������������4  ���������������36�4%
Camille Butler  �����������������������������������11  ����������������������10  ��������������������11  ������������������������9188  �����������������1149  ��������������8  ���������������72�7%
Greg Cowan  ��������������������������������������9  ������������������������9 ����������������������  4  �������������������������3417  �����������������1139  ��������������3  ���������������27�3%
Brad Davis �����������������������������������������  8 ������������������������7 ����������������������  8  �������������������������3334  �����������������1111 ���������������3  ���������������27�3%
Chris Lintner  �����������������������������������DNS  ������������������DNS  ����������������DNS  �������������������������0  �����������������������0  ��������������������������������������0�0%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place).
DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed.
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
SEaSoN PoiNTS are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
SEaSoN PLaCE = total season points/number of races attempted
CREW - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.



UniOn inSURAnCE AgEnCY
Corner of US 12 & Union Rd., Union, Mi 49130
independent Agency
269-641-5995
fax: 269-641-5787
email: Sue@unionins.net
www.unionins.net



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Steve Northhrup

South side “Mako Mermaid” Kiaya Hankins, granddaughter of Doug and Julie Weaver, had a surprise visit from North Caroli-
na cousin Sean Hankins and his parents Kean and Janet Hankins Saturday, July 16 after her Superweek at Camp T.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Birch Lake (Cove) Home
62746 Woodland Drive

Newly remodeled 3 BR home on Birch Lake! 
New gas furnace and central air with all new 
duct work. New well and all new windows. 
New Nantucket bead board kitchen cabinets 
and all new appliances including a main level 
laundry area. Bath has all new fixtures. Open 
concept living and dining area with brick 
fireplace and skylight. Loft with bedroom, en-
closed front porch and deck. All new flooring 
and newly insulated walls and drywall. Move 
in ready!  $289,900

Neighbor Peter Trybula (Eastside) and friend splitting wood ... not the Abe Lincoln way but the new modern way. 
photo by Pat McGann (east side)



Handyman Repairs
* Roof to basement - inside and out

*Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
*Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

*Decks and fences; fascia and soffits
* Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Home Maintenance
* Painting - interior and exterior

*Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair
*We do windows

*Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
* Spring and fall yard clean up

*Tree and shrub trimming
* Rototill our garden

*Mowing and Trimming
*Fertilizing

Property Management
* Reliable caretaker

* Fulfills all absentee homeowner's needs
* Periodically checks your property

* Provides second home peace of mind
* Call for all lake property requirements 

FiREWOOD AVAiLABLE

Dave's Residential Services
Home: (269) 476-2797

Wireless (269) 362-0724
davehardisty@comcast.net

— Barker Kids of the Week —

David Waxman, nephew of Dan Waxman (east side) checking 
out northsider Ben Wozniak’s beehives.

Greta Boecher granddaughter to Rick and Patti Russwurm 
(north side) got her braces off the day of her 11th birthday.  
What a beautiful smile.



the probability for such an 
event is practically zero in 
the next few months. If the 

Earth stopped spinning suddenly, 
the atmosphere would still be in 
motion with the Earth’s original 
1,100 mile per hour rotational speed 
at the equator. All of the land masses 
would be scoured clean of anything 
not attached to bedrock. This means 
rocks, topsoil, trees, buildings, your 
cat, and so on, would be swept away 
into the atmosphere.  Oceans and 
lakes would wash over everything, 
but eventually find equilibrium. 
 If the process happened gradual-
ly over billions of years, the situation 
would be very different, and it is this 
possibility which is the most likely as 
the constant torquing of the Sun and 
Moon upon the Earth finally reaches 
it’s conclusion. If the rotation period 
slowed to 1 rotation every 365 days, 
a condition called ‘sun synchronous,’ 
every spot in the Earth would have 
permanent daytime or nighttime all 
year long. This is similar to the situ-
ation on the Moon where for 2 weeks 
the front-side is illuminated by the 
Sun, and for 2 weeks the back side 
is illuminated. This situation for the 
Earth is not the condition of ‘stopped’ 
rotation, but it is as close as the laws 
of physics will let the Earth get.  
 If it stopped spinning complete-
ly...not even once every 365 days, 
you would get 1/2 year daylight and 
1/2 year nighttime. During daytime 
for 6 months, the surface tempera-
ture would depend on your latitude, 
being far hotter than it is now at 
the equator than at the poles where 
the light rays are more slanted and 
heating efficiency is lower. (We’ve 

talked about this.) This long-term 
temperature gradient would alter 
the atmospheric wind circulation 
pattern so that the air would move 
from the equator to the poles rather 
than in wind systems parallel to the 
equator like they do now. The yearly 
change in the Sun’s position in the 
sky would then be just its seasonal 
motion up and down the sky towards 
the south due to the orbit of the 
Earth and its axial tilt. As we moved 
along constant lines of Earth lati-
tude, we would see the elevation of 
the Sun increase or decrease in the 
sky just as we now see the elevation 
of the Sun change from a single point 
on the Earth due to the Earth’s daily 
rotation. 
 For example, if we were at a 
latitude of +24 degrees North in the 
Summer and at a longitude where 
the Sun was exactly overhead, it 
would slide gradually to the hori-
zon as Fall approached, but since 
the Sun has moved 90 degrees in 
its orbit, it would now be due west. 
Then as we approach Winter, we 
would be located on the dark side of 
the Earth, and would have to travel 
in longitude to a location 180 degrees 
around the Earth to see the Sun 1/2 
way up the sky, because in the Win-
ter, the Sun is 48 degrees south of 
its summer location in the sky. It’s a 
little confusing, but if you use a globe 
of the Earth and orient it the right 
way, you can see how all this works 
out. Get right on that.
 As for other effects, presumably 
the magnetic field of the Earth is 
generated by a dynamo effect that 
involves its rotation. If the Earth 
stopped rotating, it’s magnetic field 

would no longer be regenerated and 
it would decay away to some low, 
residual value due to the very small 
component which is ‘fossilized’ in its 
iron-rich rocks. There would be no 
more ‘northern lights’ and the Van 
Allen radiation belts would probably 
vanish, as would our protection from 
cosmic rays and other high-energy 
particles. A very significant biohaz-
ard.
 Buckle your seat belts and fasten 
your chin straps just in case.  The 
ride has to come to an end some 
time.  But for now, tickets are free.
   

~Stu Spratt
Celebrating more than 52 Years 

at  Birch Lake

Stu’S  Star Stuff

the Moon for this Saturday
(at Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.784 
2.7 days before last quarter

Sunrise: 6:29am
Sunset: 9:12pm

Moonrise: 11:29pm
Moonset: 10:30am

Day length: 14h 43m

What would happen if the Earth stopped spinning?



Aries (March 21-April 19)  Lucky you! 
This week you will enter a four-week window that 
might be one of the most fun months of the year! 
That’s because your focus will now shift to parties, 
social occasions, the arts, movies, sports events, 
and enjoying yourself with others. Yes, “good times!” 
will be your motto. This fun month also favors 
romance, love affairs and new flirtations.

taurus (April 20-May 20) You love your 
home. Right now and for the next month, home 
repairs and home-redecorating projects are tops on 
your agenda. Family gatherings might prompt fren-
zied cleaning sprees, ambitious culinary forays and 
exciting purchases. if you entertain friends and fami-
ly at home, everyone will enjoy good food and good 
drink plus lively conversation! (

gemini (May 21-June 20) The next four 
to five weeks will suit you perfectly because you 
hate to be bored. You like a fast, exciting pace. Now 
you will find that suddenly, your attention is on 
friends, neighbors, siblings and relatives. People 
want to talk to you. in addition to numerous conver-
sations and errands, you will also take short trips 
and likely read, write and study more than usual.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) You’re never 
casual about money. it doesn’t mean you cannot 
spend it, but you are frugal and you like to get value 
for your money. These and other thoughts will 
absorb you for the next four weeks because your 
focus will be on money, cash flow, earnings and your 
possessions. However, at a subtle level, you will also 
ponder what you truly value. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) While it is true that 
Leos can sometimes be serious, they are always 
serious about having fun! They do it with drama and 
style! For the best success, shop for wardrobe trea-
sures before august 5. From now until august 1, you 
are so empowered and articulate, your odds for suc-
cess are stellar!

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) The Sun, 
Mercury and Venus are all hidden in your chart - 
sending out a completely different vibe. Their place-
ment promotes secret activity (including clandestine 
trysts and secret love affairs) as well as a desire to 
play things low key. This is why many of you will 
enjoy working alone or behind the scenes in the next 
several weeks. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) as your focus 
now turns to friends and relationships, you will be 
more aware of the role they play in your life. Do you 
hang out with quality people? Remember that the 
people you befriend are a reflection of who you are. 
Enjoy fun times and schmoozing with friends; but 
you can also expect to be more involved in classes, 
clubs, groups and organizations. Good time to for-
mulate future goals. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-nov. 21) other people 
will notice you more than usual; furthermore, they 
will admire your capabilities and talents. Therefore, 
it’s important to know two things: The next four 
weeks are the perfect time to ask for permission or 
approval from a boss, parent or someone in a posi-
tion of authority, because they will likely comply! 

Sagittarius (nov. 22-Dec. 21) Starting 
this week, all Sagittarians will want to blow town 
because they need a change of scenery. The allure 
of new places, new faces and exciting adventure will 
tempt you; and the boredom of your daily routine will 
prompt you. Visit exotic places! Travel for pleasure! 
Make new friends from different cultures. Some will 
also explore profitable opportunities in publishing, 
the media, medicine, the law and higher education. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Whether 
you know it or not, you are a perfectionist. others 
know this; but you are probably self-critical because 
you’re not perfect. in the next four weeks, you will 
strive to be the best that you can be. You might 
decide to drop some bad habits. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18 The Sun is 
your source of energy. This may be symbolic; never-
theless, you will need more sleep. Your energy will 
be flagging either from a busy schedule or inertia. 
This window of time is also good for forming working 
units with others because you have a better appreci-
ation of how partnerships work. The next four weeks 
are also an excellent time to consult experts. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Life has 
been good and you’ve been partying! But good par-
ties have cleanup crews, right? The next four weeks 
will be like a cleanup time for you because you want 
to run your life more efficiently. You want to be pro-
ductive and effective in everything you do. This is 
why you’re keen to pull your act together. You even 
want to be physically healthier, which is why you 
might stop a bad habit. 

Your Horoscope

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES



Birch Barker Sudoko

~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Ingredients:
n 7 cups peeled, seeded, and chopped tomato
n 1 cup finely chopped carrots
n 3/4 cup finely chopped onion
n 1 (13�75 ounce) can chicken broth
n 1 tablespoon white sugar
n 2 teaspoons sea salt
n 3 tablespoons butter
n 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
n 1 cup 2% milk
n 2 teaspoons dried basil
n 1/2 teaspoon celery salt
n 1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper
n 1/4 teaspoon garlic powder

Directions:
 Bring the tomatoes, carrots, and onion to a boil over me-
dium-high heat in a stockpot, then reduce heat to medium-low� 
Simmer for 30 minutes� Stir in the chicken broth, sugar, and 
salt�
 Melt the butter over medium-low heat in a small saucepan� 
Whisk in the flour, stirring until thick� Slowly whisk in the milk 
until smooth� Cook and stir, whisking constantly until thick-
ened, about 5 minutes, then stir milk mixture in to the stockpot� 
Season with basil, celery salt, black pepper, and garlic powder� 
Continue to simmer the soup on low to reduce and thicken, 
about 1 hour�

Jersey Fresh Tomato Soup

Sudoku

3

4 8 9

8

3

1 2

7

8 2

4

8 9

4 3

6 2

2

9 6

7

9 8

8

5

3 1 4

7

Download many more puzzles at www.7sudoku.com July 19, 2016

Puzzle of the day

Puzzle of the Day



It’s Wild and Wacky week at Camp 
Tannadoonah this week. The CITs 
(Counselors in Training) are the 

“committee” this week and are in 
charge of planning the evening activ-
ities.
 Next week is Holidays Week, and 
on Wednesday evening (July 27) we 
are celebrating Halloween and will be 
coming around the lake trick or treat-
ing! We’ll have approximately 60 
campers going each direction – one 
group along the north and east shorts, 
and one group along the cove and west 
side. If you’re home, and would like to 
provide treats to the campers, we’ll be 
leaving camp around 7:15pm.
 This week I wanted to do some-
thing a little different in our Camp col-
umn. In the past year, our board has 
been working towards developing a 
new process for recruiting and bring-
ing on new board members. I’d like to 
explain that process, and invite any-
one who may be interested in applying 
to join the board to do so.
 The first step for prospective 
board members is for them to fill out 
an application. This can be done 
online (at tiny.cc/BoardApp) or by 
emailing me to obtain a hard copy. 
Once we receive an application, it is 
shared with our Board Development 

Committee. The committee is made up 
of 3 current board members and 2 non 
board members.
 In consultation with the Board of 
Directors, the Board Development 
Committee has developed a list of cur-
rent gaps or needs on the Board. 
When new applications are received, 
they are reviewed by members of the 
committee, and a decision is made on 
whether the applicant could fill one of 
those current needs or gaps. If so, the 
Board Development Committee will 
contact the applicant to set up time for 
an interview, to be conducted by at 
least 3 members of the committee. 
After an interview with the Board 
Development Committee, potential 
applicants are also asked to meet with 
the Executive Director (that’s me, 
Amber) to talk about Camp Fire, 
Camp Tannadoonah, and board roles.
 If an applicant does not fill a cur-
rent need or gap on the board, the 
committee will contact them to see if 
there is a role that they could fill on a 
committee or in another volunteer 
capacity.
 Alternatively, they may be asked 
if they would like their application to 
be kept on file in case of a future need 
or gap on the Board that they could 
fill.

 Once applicants have been inter-
viewed by the committee, and had a 
meeting with me, the Board 
Development Committee meets to dis-
cuss the application. The committee 
typically meets monthly.
 They decide whether or not to rec-
ommend the applicant to the board for 
a board position. The committee con-
tacts the applicant to let them know 
whether they will be put on the slate 
at the next board meeting or not.
 If an applicant is recommended to 
the board, at the next board meeting a 
vote of the Board Members is held to 
determine if the individual will be 
approved to become a new member of 
the Board. Board terms are three 
years in length, and members may 
serve up to two consecutive terms, for 
a total of up to 6 years as a board 
member.
 We are currently looking for new 
board members, and in particular the 
gaps we are trying to fill include indi-
viduals with legal background, fund-
raising experience, and grant writing 
skills. If you are interested in applying 
to join the Camp Fire River Bend 
Board, please complete the application 
at tiny.cc/BoardApp or email me at 
amber@tannadoonah.org and I can get 
you a hard copy. Thank you!

— Camp Tannadoonah —



FOR SALE

For sale golf caddy cart call 476-7073

For sale toro 
self-propelled 
lawn mower in 
great condition call 
476-7073

2006 
Coachman 
Captiva 265.  
Like new condition. 
Hardly used. Slide-out in back opens camper to 
31 feet. Sleeps 8. Everything works!  Great for 
overflow sleeping.  asking $7995.00.  Please call 
Bob Groszek @ 1-708-738-0088.

For Sale: top and complete frame 
from  Hurricane 196 Fun deck. Will fit 
any deck boat, approximately 90” wide. Like new.  

asking $400. Call Jim. 574-276-7903.

For Sale: Shore Station, 3,000 lb alumi-
num, $200. Call 708-307-4324, Bill odenwald. 

For Sale: Furnace/Air Conditioner, 
outdoor Unit 92,000 BTU... $600 Call or text Bob 
at 574-298-2480.

For Sale: Paddle Boat with Canopy. 
Very good condition. Reduced to $50.  Call 317-
752-2184 Gus Eshleman

FoR SaLE:  BOAt LiFt  3500 LB. Hewitt 
square aluminum tubing.  Canopy with 3 year old 
cover. 20 foot long and 110 in. wide.  Great condi-
tion.  only $750.  Tom DeCocker 476-9821.

WAntED
 WAntED SUnFiSH - i am looking for a 
newer Sunfish in great condition to race and 
teach my wife and grandkids to love sailing. Pat 
McGann call or text 574-532-5377, or email pat@
mcgannhay.com.

Camp Tannadoonah is looking to purchase a 
pickup truck. We are hoping for an older 
4x4 model for Ranger Bob to use around camp, 
and for picking up materials for projects. Nothing 
fancy! if you have a truck you’re interested in sell-
ing (or donating!), please contact amber at 574-
387-6095.

Camp is also looking for a gas-powered 
wood splitter. if you have one that doesn’t 
get much use and you’re interested in selling (or 
donating!) it, please contact amber at 574-387-
6095.

FOUnD

this floated up on our shore a 
month ago. We are on the east side located at 
63418 Birch Rd.

Found: Styrofoam  noodle (pink) 
and boogie board (blue)�  Call Tom 
Kuhn 708-772-7373/Jan Temple (847-
846-8600)

SERViCES
i do sewing and mending at fair prices 
- zippers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy 
at 476-9317     

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

BiRCH BARKER 
CLASSiFiEDS 

Classified ads in the Birch Barker are 
free to paid members of the Birch 

Lake Yacht Club
 

ads are $5 per ad for non-members 
(please pay in advance). 

To submit an ad, email it to 
Sailorphil@philvitale5pm

Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERViCE * StORAgE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Polar Kraft Aluminum Fishing Boats, Hurricane Deck 

Boats, Honda Outboards, Yamaha outboards and 
MerCruiser Stern Drives

eaglelakemarine.com 
269-699-5103 

south side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI



$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
 Haven’t paid your 2016 dues yet? 

nOW’S tHE tiME!
Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

2016 BLYC Officers 
Comm. Sue Williams (S) ������������������������476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net
V Comm. Claudia Phipps ����������������������� 476-7073

claudia2154@gmail�com
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N) ��������������������������476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W) �����������������476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N)���������������������476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com
2015 BLYC Directors 

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ������������������476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Chas Grundy (H) ������������������������������������� 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Greg Bolin (W) �����������������������������������������476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E) ������������������������������������������ 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Harold Cranmer (W) 574-264-6817

dhcranmer@yahoo.com 
Terry Dugan (S) ���������������������������������������476-2814

s581122@aol.com
Celia Fallon (E) ���������������������������������������� 476-1467

celia.fallon@gmail.com
Fred Freihofer ������������������������������������������ 476-9823

cdfreihofer@aol�com
Vickie Rogers (C) ������������������������������������476-2383

tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N) ���������������������������������476-2407

paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E) �������������������������������������476-9898

scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Bob Waddle (E) ���������������������������������������� 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

PJ Vandewalle (H) ����������������������������������� 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Alan Van Huffel (S) ���������������������������269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E) ������������������������������������������476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ....................................... 476-1680
sandra.vitale@franciscanalliance.org

nOn-DiRECtOR AttEnDEES:
Jim Bolinger BLYC Homeowners’ Association 
Chairman (E) ����������������������������������������� 476-9737

debo36@comcast.net 
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E) ��������������������������������������������� 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors
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Open 8 days a week “by appointment” for your convenience

Summer
trailer

Storage

PRE-OWnED

SALES
BOAtS, MOtORS,

LiFtS, PWCS

Putting the

 SERViCE
in CUStOMER SERViCE, 

Pickup, Delivery, Detailing, 
Summer trailer Storage, 

Winter Storage

SERViCE above and beyond

or text Dave @ 312 399-3688

indoor
Winter
Boat

Storage



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com
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